PEOPLE TiIRST LANGUNAGE

A GUIDE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

UTAH GOVERNOR'S cOUNCIL FOR PEOPLE WiTH DISABILITIES
PHONE: (£01) 533-3965
TOLL FREE: (fo0) 333-2€24

WWW.LEPD.ORG



THE WAY WE TALK TO AND ABOUT PEOPLE WiTH DISABILITIES IS
VERY IMPORTANT. IT iS iIMPORTANT THAT WE FOCUS MORE ON
THE PERSON THEN THE DiSABILITY. TO HELY US DO THIS WE
CAN USE “PEOPLE FIRST LANGUAGE". WHEN

@ WE USE PEOPLE FIRST LANBUNGE WE TALK
£ ABOUT THE PERSON FIRST RATHER THEN
\\‘4\/‘
1\

N\

HiS OrR Her DiSABILITY. WE CAN SPEND
Why is it Important to use People First Language?

OUR TiME TALKING ABOUT WHAT WE LUKE TO
DO, OUR DREAMS AND FAMILIES.

PEOPLE WHO HAVE DISABILITIES ARE ALL AROUND US AND
iT'S IMPORTANT THAT WE LEARN TO BE RESPECTFUL TO
EVERYONE WE MEET. PEOPLE WiTH DiSABILITIES ARE:

@ MOMS AND DADS @ NEIGHBORS
@ FRIENDS @ STUDENTS
@ ACTORS @ POLTICIANS
@ SCIENTISTS @ ARTISTS

USE THE INTERNET TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THESE
FAMOUS PEOPLE WiTH DISABILITIES AND FIND OTHER FAMOUS
PEOPLE WiTH DISABILITIES:

@ cURIS RURKE @ MARLEE MATLIN
@ MicHELANGELO @ TcUAIKOVSKY

@ FRANKLN D. ROOSEVELT ® ASEVY MARTIN
@ HARRIET TUBMAN @ QrepPUeN HAWKING

=N

HMANY WORDS USED FOR DISABILITIES ARE NOT VERY NICE.
OFTEN WE HEAR THESE WORDS USED iN JOKES OR AS A IWAY
TO REFER TO SOMETHING BAD OR “STUPID". WE THINK iT iS5 oK
BECNAUSE THEY AREN'T BEING USED TO TALK ABOUT SOMEONE
Wit A DISABILITY. RUT THESE WORDS HURT PEOPLE'S FEELINGS
AND iT SENDS A MESSAGE THAT PEOPLE WHO HAVE DISABILITIES
ARE STUPID OR BAD.

SOME OF THE WORDS WE SHOULD NOT USE ARE:
@ RETARD OR RETARDED @ crirPLE
® DEAF AND DUMB @ SPECIAL PERSON



WHAT OTHER WORDS CAN YOU THINK OF THAT ARE USED
TO DESCRIBE PEOPLE WiTH DiSABILITIES?

Using People First Language

WHEN WE USE PEOPLE FiIRST, WE PUT THE PERSON FiRST
WHEN WE SPEAK. WE SAY “PEOPLE WiTH DISABILITIES” RATHER
THEN “DISABLED PEOPLE. SEE iF YOU CAN MATCH THESE
INCORRECT STATEMENTS WiTH THE CORRECT STATEMENTS
PEOPLE FIRST LANGUNAGE.

INCORRECT PEOPLE FIRST

@ HANDICAPPED @ PEOPLE WiTH DISABILITIES

@ WUEELCHMAIR BOUND @ QUE HAS A CONGENITAL

® HE iS5 A RETARD (PRESENT AT BIRTH) DiSABILITY
@ NORMAL PERSON @ NCCESSIBLE PARKING

@ Qe UnS » BIRTU DEFECT OR BATHROOMS

@ HANDICAPPED PARKING @ CUE USES A WHEELCHAIR

OR. BATHROOMS @ PERSON WIiTHOUT A DIiSABILITY
® HE 4S5 DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

FOR. MORE INFORMNATION PLEASE CONTNACT
UTAH GOVERNOR'S cOUNCIL FOR PEOPLE WiTH DISABILITIES
155 SOUTH 300 WEST, SUITE 100
SALT LAKE <itY, UTAH €410
PHONE: (£01) 533-3965
TOLL TREE: (Zo0) 333-¥¢2¢
FAX: (€01) 533-396¢
WWW.GCPD.ORE
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NATURAL
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TALENTS
LOVE
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RESPECT
VALUABLE
FRIENDS
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For the Younger Student
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